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What to do about Killer Bees


There have been many discussions, opinions, and arguments about killer bees and what to do about them. The following will enlighten you to the many different aspects and views to the problems presented by the killer bees.

There are many different opinions on what should be done about the Africanized killer bee. A portion of the population believe the bees should all be destroyed, others believe there aggression could be dulled and eliminated, others are trying to stop the killer bee migration completely, and there are people out there that are researching on ways to reverse there migration to send them back to brazil.


But, before you can understand what people are saying about killer bees you must know the basics of killer bees. To start off with a killer bee is scientifically known as the Africanized Honey Bee. They first appeared in October 1957 when scientists in Brazil brought African honeybees into the country to try and increase honey production. But, these bees were too violent to be handled. Trying to ease the bees’ aggressiveness, but keep the high honey output, they breed it with the common European honeybee. However, in the process many of the new Africanized “Killer” Bees were accidentally released into the wild where they began to reproduce with European honey bees. The new product, which is extremely aggressive and poor at honey production slowly spread from Brazil into Mexico and from there into the United States America, taking Brazil from 4th in world honey production, to 27th, and killing over six-hundred people along the way.


The name killer bees originated from their extreme aggressiveness and there short temper. A killer bee is prone to attack at any moment for almost no reason. Even the carbon dioxide in your breath could agitate them enough to form a swarm and attack you. When killer bees attack, it will sting, the venom in a killer bee however is much less potent than an average European honeybee, but it contains a pheromone called iso-pentyl acetate, (cite) is injected into the body it will alert other bees and more and more will swarm the person that has been stung which can potentially cause serious injury or death.


Now for the basic survival techniques, if you are ever near a bee hive that you might think is a Africanized killer bee hive, you should not do anything to disturb the nest, but do your best to get away and try to contact the local officials for help in the removal of the killer bees. However, if swarmed by the Africanized bees, the best possible solution is to run as fast as you can in one direction, it is possible to out run the bees, they will only swarm a quarter of a mile away from there hive or nest. If and when you are stung remember, do your best not to try and pick the stinger out with your finger, it will only cause more of the venom to enter your blood stream and poison you farther, to remove a stinger use a credit card or another credit card like object to scratch the stinger out. But remember, never jump in water, they will wait for you to come out and then attack. Also remember, you should never ever try to remove a nest by your self please inform a official about the location of the nest and let the professionals remove it.


This brings us to the discussion going on about the complete destruction of killer bees. Many people are afraid of killer bees invading there home, even the citizens of Georgia will have the opportunity to come face to face with a killer bee if something isn’t done in the next few years. However, scientists have not been able to find a way to completely eliminate the killer bees as of yet without destroying other European bees that are important to the ecosystem and environment, without the European bees the local plant life will not be able to survive without the pollination the European bees provide for the flowers and other plants. Thus, so far there isn’t a safe way to kill all and only the Africanized killer bees. However, scientists are working on ways to destroy the killer bees, several poisons and chemicals have been released to the local killer bee exterminators at the animal control centers located in the south west parts of the United States of America where the killer bees have been located. Unfortunately, these toxins cannot be used to mass kill the Africanized bees so the destruction of the killer bees will be one nest at a time, and local officials just cant keep up with the killer bee migration eastward. Which means the destruction of Africanized killer bees is impossible at this time. 


My personal opinion, however, is to dull there aggressiveness and turn them into regularly behaving bees. As you may or may not know killer bees can infect a European honeybees hive and convert them to be Africanized by mating with the European queen bee. This is one of their major ways of migration, however, scientists and researchers are working together in this matter to find a way to make the European bee gene allele dominate rather than recessive. This way a scientist can introduce a European queen into a killer bee hive and hopefully convert the aggressive Africanized killer bee hive into a peaceful European beehive. Not only that but, if the European bee allele is dominate, the killer be migration will be greatly slowed, thus saving money, property, and even lives. However, it is not easy to change the genes of the bee, and chances are the killer bees would not accept the European queen bee and the killer bees would attack and kill the new queen.

The other alternative, to try and stop the migration completely, is already underway, in the states of Texas, California, New Mexico, and Arizona, are all participating in a project to stop killer bee migration from the eastern part of the United States of America. Due to extensive R&D, Research and Development, scientists have developed a method to help stop killer bee migration; they have found that killer bees only nest in humid areas where there is plentiful water. Using this information, they created a type of small birdhouse like box that are posted all over the areas that are infected with killer bees, as well as places where they are migrating to, these boxes are designed to be a perfect place for the killer bees to nest and make there hive. So when a killer bee is migrating and looking for a place to make their hive they will run across this perfect box. And everyday officials will make a routine run around and check the boxes for killer bees. Often they will take the killer bees in for study, but most of the time, they are exterminated. This method has been proven affective in many ways, it is stopping killer bee migration and it is providing scientists with many specimens to study and develop with. This is however a great way but it still leaves the killer bees that are already in the United States of America to ruin the peoples lives with there aggressive behavior and murderous ways.

This covers many opinions but there is on more to go, after talking to several people at the school of North Forsyth High School, NFHS, most people there have the opinion that scientist should develop a way to simply reverse the migration, keeping the bees from moving farther into the country and sending them back to Brazil where they originated. This is because the students do not want killer bees in there back yard, and it is the Brazilians fault for letting the bees loose. However, this will doubtfully prove to be a bad idea and do nothing more that give the Brazilians more problems.

